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PRESS STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement by the Society of Advocates of Namibia

Re: Magistrates’ Nationwide Industrial Action

The Society of Advocates of Namibia expresses deep concern over the unsuccessful
negotiations held on 4 November 2025 between the Honourable Chief Justice, Peter Shivute,
and representatives of the Magistrates’ Commission regarding the ongoing nationwide industrial
action by Magistrates. This occurred despite assurances that the Magistrates’ concerns are

being addressed urgently and carefully through established institutions.

The continuing industrial action has over the past few days significantly impeded the
administration of justice in Namibia. It has caused severe disruptions and threatens fundamental
rights such as the protection of human rights, including access to justice for all parties appearing
in the Magistrates’ courts. The Society of Advocates in line with its commitment to the Rule of
Law urges all stakeholders to act flat-out and responsibly in order to ensure a speedy resolution
to the dispute. Indeed, Magistrates are an indispensable constituent in the administration of
justice in Namibia and are integral to upholding the Rule of Law, which remains Namibia’'s

foundational principle of democratic governance and the proper functioning of the legal system.
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